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and taxation; for reduction in standing armies, the diminution of great navies, and the limitation of the production of arms and amunition. If the senate shall fail to ratify the treaty of Versailles, our nation may be isolated from other countries of the world, which at some time might be pitted against us. Such isolation and possibilities would make necessary the creation and maintenance of a large standing army and a greater and more effective navy, in order in some degree to protect the republic of the United States from aggression by those countries which were our allies in the great war and which were and are now our friends.
In addition, the workers of America have a deep interest and concern in the labor draft convention of the treaty and in its purpose to raise to a higher standard the conditions of life and labor among peoples of all countries. Its cardinal declarations and provisions are that labor should not be regarded os a commodity, that the eight-hour day and 48-hour week are standard; that there shall be one day of rest, preferably Sunday, in each week; that child labor shall be abolished, and continuing education for young workers assured; that men and women shall receive equal pay for equal work; that industrial betterments shall be enforced by proper inspection, in which women as well as men shall take part; that wages shall be sufficient to maintain a reasonable standard of living, as this is understood in each clime and country, and that employes as well as employers have the right of association for all lawful purposes.
The United States is protected by this draft convention in two ways. First, that the recommendations which international labor conferences under the treaty may recommend may be accepted or rejected by our government; second, that no recommendation that would set a lower standard for the people of the United States than already exists within our borders can at any time be presented for consideration and action by the United States.
To give the united support of our republic and of the allied countries to effective machinery to release the standard of the workers' condition in backward countries; to help humanize industry for the common world weal, is, we insist, a paramount duty which our republic must perform. We insist, for the reasons herein set forth, that it is the immediate duty of the senate to ratify the treaty of Versailles.